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complex of skandhas the sams^aras, the volitions, form,
so to speak, a supporting backbone. They represent a
continuum of such presentations of consciousness as are
essentially alike, and are therefore conceived as the proper
core of one's own personality, and set in opposition to the
continually varying sensory presentations, among which
those that constitute the idea of one's body occupy a special
place. For, strictly speaking, the sensory impressions do not
become one's own till they are apperceived, that is to say,
till they have been placed by the will in relation to one
another. Only in this sense can we say that what a man
can truly call his own is his will.

It is said that the will is free. Ves ; the will is free in so
far as it is self-determined. Only when one is restrained
by causes that lie entirely outside him, can his will be said
to be not free. But, so long as one's resolutions and actions
are determined solely by what he knows, thinks and feels,
that is to say, by what forms a part of his own nature, so long
is his will also actually free. Yet his will is not free in the
sense that it is free from the law of causality. Every act of will
is causally determined, but not every one of the causes deter-
mining an act of will may be known to us. Modern psychology
has shown thfit what comes within the sphere of distinct
consciousness does not comprise every portion oftheappeti-
tive, remembering, thinking and reasoning self. Each of us
is as ignorant of the larger part of himself as he is of what
may be happening in the most distant celestial body. While
consciousness is of the individual, the substratum on which
it is developed is of the race. Out of amdya^ the nebulous
undifferentiated racial life, are born predispositions, sams
karas^ which form the roots of volition and the basis of char
acter. Volition, considered as a mere state of consciousness,
is nothing more than an affirmation or a negation, and as such
has no efficacy to produce an act. The acts and movements
which accompany a volition result directly from the disposi-
tions, feelings, perceptions and ideas which have become
co-ordinated in the form of a choice. Only a part of the
psychological activity involved in a choice enters into con -
sciousness, and the subconscious processes escape notice.
The surface phenomena of one's consciousness may lead to